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MESSAGE FROM THE 
PRESIDENT 


Quite a bit has happened since last month's 
eweletter. First ofall the club jogo has been found. 
By the time you read tha it should be back at the 
ShirtStop at2961 E. Platte Place. Stop by andhave 
‘2 club jacket made just for you, 

(Over the last couple of week have been sign- 
ing out book of raffle ticketa for the upcoming 
ewapfest The grand prize is an ICOM IC-735 
‘Transosiver, # really nice ite rig that would look 
rice in anyone's shack. Right now we have over 
00 tickta signed out but there are plenty more to 
go around. As an added incentive thia year, we 
have @ special deal for club members only. For 
‘each book of tickets that you nell, we will give you 
a free raffle ticket. Our goal ia to aell every one of 
the 2500 tickets we printed this year. Il be at the 
Seturdey breaitasts with the tickets every weekend 
between now and the swapfest (excluding Dayton 
weekend of course), 60 help yoursel to some free 
ticketa by helping me get rid of all these tickets, 
‘Who knows, you might even win the grand prize 
with that one extra ticket. 

ICOM haa been in touch again concerning the 
eweptest According to Cindy Omin, ICOM will be 
shipping approximately 2000 pounds of radios, 
hata, bags and assorted goodies to our ewapfest. 
Each time | talk to Cindy, | am impressed with her 
enthusiasm and am genuinely convinced that 
ICOM ie excited about displaying in the Colorado 
Springs market. Since our last conversation a 
couple of weeks ago, ICOM has increased there 
‘pace requirements to 40 feet of table space. | put 
in @ personel request for them to bring the new 
10-970 multiband UHF/VHF rig, but whatever they 
bring Im sure you won't want to mina the ICOM 
display. 


———_—_—— 


| only wish that ICOM deslers in the state of 
Colorado were as enthusiastic about the oppor- 
‘tunities presented by our swapfest an is ICOM. To 
late we have been unable to lure eny factory 
‘authorized ICOM dealers into a swapfest commit- 
ment. Iryou feel es | do and would like the chance 
to not only play with display models but eatity the 
Urge to buy @ new rig on the spot, call or stop by 
the local CW Electronic Sales outiet or Colorado 
Comm in Denver. Let them know there is a market 
for hem gear in Colorado Springs and thet you 
‘would lke to see them presertt on May 1th. 

Before | quite for the month, | would like to put 
jn yet another plug for the Saturday moming 
breakfast Attendance has been faling off lately as 
20me of the regulars have moved away end some 
have found other activities for Saturday momings, 
‘Sharon, manager at the Village Inn, has been very 
supportive of ham activity and has provided vaiu- 
able raffle prizes for many club meetings. Come 
down for @ cup of coffee and an "eyeball" | gue 
‘that's about it for thia month. 

Hope to 980 you at the next club meeting on 
March 14th, where the program willbe a preserta- 
tion on aevere weather. 


78's Rick. 


'THE VIEW FROM THE PEAK" 
by George Hinds, NBC 


|'W start out this month with a comment Ina 
February ‘0 BEAT’ column, Malcolm, KESS, 
‘recalled my January 1989 article noting amateurs 
are steadily deciining in numbers 


Malcolm cited figures from ‘WORLDRADIO" 
newsletter showing an average growth in amateurs 
by all icense classes of 6.9% He eaid that, con- 
trary to what | had written, “it looks to me that our 
numbers are increasing instead of deciining,” 


‘Would that it was true! What they overlook 
i the restof the story. With the issuance of 10-year 
licenses in January 1964 and previous 5-year licen- 
888 expired after 1988, no longer is there an ac- 
curate count of amateurs inactive, dropped out, or 
deceased. 


‘About 18,000 hams didn't renew in 1987 — 
13,000 in 1968. In the 5 years to follow, if losser 
continue at the same rate, about 70,000 hams will 
appearonFCCrolsthatin earlier years would have 
been deleted from the data base, 


In the FCC statistics appearing in the 
February 15 issue of ‘W5Y| Report" war the follow- 
ing note: 

"Again we remind you that the US. amateur 
service is not really expanding at a 6.9% rate, Due 
to the implementation of the 10-year term license 
in 1984, there were 32,096 less renewala thie year. 
(25,895for the 1988 calendar year only 3,738for all 
of 1968) Assuming the same crop-out rete, if you 
adjust for thie difference, the number of U.S. 
amateurs would be 441,155 or 1,419 less than a 
year ago - aloss of 32% The actual growth rate 
in the amateur service continues to decline.” 
(Source: FCC, Gettysburg, PA] 


DISASTER STRIKES IN NORTH 
CAROLINA: 


In eerty December a storm swept through 
the eastern seaboard region of North Cerdiina. 
Firat it was only rain; then temperatures dropped 
and it became freezing rain. Wires, poles, and 
antenna structures took on heavy loads of ice into 
the dewn, 


Near Raleigh three 2,000 TV towere were in 
a triangle about a mile apart. The towers caried 
‘TV and FM station antennas and equipment, com- 
mercial repeaters, and amateur repeaters at 
various levels. About &30 that Sunday moming, 
‘the firat tower fell, carrying with it a ham two-meter 
repeater system. An estimate of the weight of ice 


on the upper two-thirds of the structure was ONE 
MILLION POUNDS! 


Soon, a second tower came crashing to the 
Ground With it, besides the usual complement of 
commercial gear, were three amateur repeaters 
two on two meters and a UHF system. Everything 
on both towers was a total loss, Heavy guy wires, 
fas thick as one's arm, pulled apart. Metd baxes 
containing the radio and TV equipment had to be 
dug from the twisted metal with bulldozers and 
backhoes, 


‘The third towerremeined standing Much of 
the amateur equipment was not insured The 
North Carolina Department of Emergency 
Management has donated some General Electric 
equipment, for two of the amateur repeaters are 
integral links in the regional disaster communica 
tions ham radio network. 


73, George, NECK 


TRANSMITTER HUNT REPORT 


February's hunt was @ good one! Four 
Groups perticipated end all found the transmitter 
within an hour. It was hidden in a tree in Palmer 
Perk. 


The hunt for March will be run by Malcolm 
Benton, KESS. It will start as usual, at 1200 noon 
from the Colorado Springs East Liprery. 

Contact Bill, WROY for further information. 
(719)596-6778. 


NOTICE! NOTICE!! NOTICE!! 


‘THE NEXT ISSUE OF 0-BEATWILL BE A COM- 
BINED APRIL/MAY ISSUE. IT WILL GO OUT TO 
ALL LICENSED AMATEURS IN EL PASO AND 
‘TELLER COUNTIES. IT WILL BE MAILED SHOAT- 
LY AFTER MAY 1, 1990. SUBMISSIONS FOR THIS: 
ISSUE SHOULD BE SENT TO THE EDITOR BY 
APRIL 15, 1990. SPACE WILL BE AT A PREMIUM. 
FOR THIS ISSUE SO GET YOUR NOTICES AND 
ARTICLES IN EARLY!I_ WE WILL TRY TO RUN A. 
FULL PAGE OF FORSALE ITEMS FOR PPRAA 
MEMBERS BUT IT WILL BE ON A FIRST COME 
FIRST SERVED BASIS. THIS WLL BE A RARE 
OPPORTUNITY TO ADVERTISE TO OVER 1,000 
LOCAL AMATEURS. 

738_Rlon, NKOP, Editor 


‘ THE AMERICAN RADIO RELAY LEAGUE, INC. 
RER 


COLORADO SWAPFESTS: 


Feb. 18, 1990 


April 7, 1990 


May 5, 1990 


May 19, 1990 


June 9, 1990 


June 16, 1990 


July 7, 1990 


July 15, 1990 


July, 1990 


Sept. 23, 1990 


Nov. 4, 1990 


EVENTS 


Mar. 24, 1990 


ost 
SECTION MANAGER corre oun, 
Edie Sheffield, KAOMQA 

1444 Roslyn Street 

Denver, Colorado 80220 

303-355-2488 


A.R.A. Swapfest 
Jefferson County Fairgrounds, Golden, Colorado 
Contact: WDHNQ 450-6910 


‘LARCFEST 
Boulder County Fairgrounds, Longmont, Colorado 
Contact: WA2EKU 


The Western Slope ARC Swapfest 
Holiday Inn, 755 Horizon Dr., Grand Junction, Colorado 
Contact: KBOCCS 243-9427 


Pikes Peak Radio Amateur Association Hamfest 
Rustic Hills Shopping Mall, Colorado Springs, Colorado 
Contact: NKOP 719-593-8352 


SUPERFEST 
Larimer County Fairgrounds, Loveland, Colorado 
Contact: KA@TTH 686-9594 


Durango ARC Hamfest 
Durango, Colo: 
IKTE 247-3858 


Ski Country Swapfest 
Colorado Mtn. College, Glenwood Springs, Colorado 
Contact: KOMWM 945-8722 


Denver Radio Club Swapfest 
Jefferson County Fairgrounds, Golden, Colorado 
Contact: WSO 472-1101 


Mountain ARC Swapfest & Cookout 
Red Rocks Campground, Woodland Park, Colorado 
Contact: NECIX 719-687-2610 


BARCFEST 
Boulder County Fairgrounds, Longmont, Colorado 
Contact: WBOZID or NOBWS 530-1872 


RMRL Swapfest 
Jeffco Senior Citizens Center, 6845 Wadsworth, Wheatridge 
Contact: KBPZ 458-5444 


CCARC Meeting 1:00 p.m. 
Jeffo Senior Citizens Center, Wheatridge, Colorado 


SINCE 18914-OF, BY AND FOR THE RADIO AMATEUR 


1934 Official 
SHORT WAVE RADIO MANUAL 


edited by Hugo Gernsback 
Build simple, high performance 
old time shorwaveradios!!. You 


cal of teserare ts | Pe Colorado Springs 


Hockhieal paleo) Sous ) 
toil specications, consiruccen || Radio Manual 


dealeopersion eed : Wintronic Company 


more. A classic for experiment 
rs, shortwave. listeners, ham 

radio operators, old time radio i 2834 N. PROSPECT, COLORADO SPRINGS, CO 10987 
collectors and just about anyone PHONE — (303) 636-1661 

interested in old-time radios. WHOLESALE DISTRIBUTORS OF ELECTRONIC 


Evenif you never get tobuildone PARTS, SUPPLIES AND EQUIPMENT 
of these radios, you're sure to get 


hours of enjoyable reading outof | 
this book. 81/2 x 11 Paperback, 
260 pages. ISBN 0-917914-64-3 
330014 - Shortwave Radio Manual 15.45 
BUTTERNUT WELLER, ARRL BOOKS 


Order yours today from : HUSTLER FLUKE SAMS BOOKS 
- - CUSHCRAFT SELDEN ‘TRIPP LITE (power supplies) 
HIGH ENERGY ENTERPRISES LARSEN. AMPHENOL VAN GORDEN 


PO Box 5636 ANTENNA SPEC, MJ BENCHER 
Security, CO 80931 heer) aw 
392-6404 


Home of EXTRAORDINARY SCIENCE!!! 


MILEY’S RADIO 
Jess KBTAA 719 W, 7th St 
Florence, Colorado 81226 
Centennial Electronics HBL BESO 
bs Distributor Lower Overhead . Lower Prices 
nen. @ 
All Brands of New, Lots of 
« TUBES © Test Equipment Used + Consignment Ham Equipment 
* Capacitors * Tools £ 
* Solder Aids * VCR/Stereo Accessories We trade and give you top trade-in prices 
“Hard to Find Batteries and Tubes” Consignment fee 10% - 13% on 


Ham & Senior Discount equipment sold in Colorado 


Wholesale - Retail 


Hours: 8:30—1 Sat. / 8:30-5:30 Mon.—Fri Store Hours: 
Closed Mondays 
Tuesday thru Friday 8:30 AM - 6:00 PM 
2324 E. Bijou Saturday until 1:00 PM 
Colorado Springs, CO 80909 


Evening Hours: 7:15-9:30 by 


633-4666 appointment only 


Phone is off-hook 6:00 - 7:15 PM. 


GENERAL MEETING PPRAA 
FEB. 14,1990 


The meeting was called to order by President 
RICK WB7THT at 1900 by the introduction of each 
member and quest . 

Minutes were approved as printed in OBEAT 

The treasurers report waa: 

Previous bal $1 281.83, 

Expenses $139.43 

income 562.98 

Balance of $1695.48 


Committe reports: 
RFI JEFF NQJLH 891 -6438 NILL 


EDUCATION BUD NODDF 475-0537 next 
novice class in April 


(D&B SCHOOL BUD NOAA 689-2963 NIL 


ARES MIKE KOTER 636-1290 JOHN NOKIC EL- 
PASO REP, BUD NOAA TELLER COUNTY need 
volunteer to head up severe weather net. 


Pubile service events: 

‘Walk for mankind saturday April 21 
Colorado Games last weekend in July 
Rocket launch if here 2nd weekend Aug, 
31 March -1t April super cities wile 
March of dimes May 20, 


CCARC OAK KOROL NIL 
This summer will try from Fort Knox a tropos- 
pheric ducting on 450 mhz to Pikes Peak. 


ohn NOKIC reported on a tri city breakfast at 
Penrose on March éth, 


VE TESTING MAX KDOEL 488 9289, next exam 
March 10 et Chapman College Flintridge end 
Academy, pre registration required except for 
Novice exam, 


OBEAT RON NKOP 893.8982, deadline for 
March issue is 1 March, 


SWAPFEST RICK WB7THT 2500 tickets printed. 
Stil need a ticket chairperson. 

ICOM is bringing 3 people. Everything else 
going OK. Need a ticket chairperson, 


FIELD DAY MAX KDOEL, In need of another 
tower for field day. 


OLD BUSIN! 
Jackets may be purchased at The Shirt Stop. 


NEW BUSINI 
Next board meeting at GQTH of Fon, NKOP. 
Had short intermission. 
Meetingresumedwith DAVE NOION conducting 

the monthly raffle 
Prize winners were: 

ROSIE WAGMNL MEAL AT VILLAGE INN 

DICK KBOWX COAX CABLE 

FUSS KBOFNM ARAL HANDBOOK 

DAVE NOON OEM GIFT CERTIFICATE 
WILLNOHAD COAX CABLE 

ROXY KEOOW TAPE WINDER 

LORRAN LEE RADIO LISTENING BOOK. 

RICK WB7THT RADIO DATA BOOK 
BILLKQOH CALL BOOK 

The progrem wes put on by STEVE ELSWICK 

Electrical Engineer at UNISYS, also president of 

TESLA SOCIETY, and President of High Energy 

Enterprises, been involved with Tesla Technoligy 

since 1984, It was a very interesting and enighting 

Program. 

Meeting sjoured at 20:46, had amall tum out 


BOARD MEETING 


FEB 22, 1990 


Held at QTH of RON NKOP. 

Present: WAOMNL ROSIE, RUSS KBOFNM, 
RON NKOP, LAUREN KX00, AL NOCMW, FLOYD 
KBSFCN, FAYLENE KBEFTN, RICK WB7THT, 

Field day June 23-24 and picnic Auguet 5: 

Floyd KBSFTN is working out a few details on 
reservations of space. 

FON NKOP has ordered meiling labels for the 
masa mailing issue of OBeat 

‘The reactivated Mara station at Peterson AFB 
has requested us to hold a novice class for them. 

Next board meeting will be at QTH of ROSIE 
WACMINL, on MONDAY following our reguiar- 
meeting. 

Rustic Hilla Mallis considering advertising in our 
special isaue of OBeat. 

ICOM will be at the swapfest May 18th. 

Rick needs help on aeling tickets. 

‘Aproposel was made and passed that for every 
ten tickets sold by a member he or she would 
receive atree ticket 

‘Any person wanting to buy at least $5.00 worth 
of tickets and can not get out to get them Rosie 
and Russ will deliver them to them and collect the 
money. 

Being no further business meeting was officially 
adjourned at 20:65, 


submitted by AL NOCMW SEC PPRAA. 


HOME PROJECTS 


author unknown 


‘Since Spring is just around the comer | feel the 
subject of safety should be addressed One area 
‘ofthe hobby canbe rather dangerous f proper and 
cereful planning has not been accomplished, I'm 
‘speaking of antennainstallations. Letme relay this 
story of a fellow amateur who did not think ahead. 


This gentleman ia sitting at his desk answering 
a letter from his inaurance company. 

“| am writing in reponse to your request for 
‘additional information for block number three of the 


em a amateur radio operator and on the day of 
the accident, lwae working elone on the top section 
‘of my new 60 foot tower. When | hac completed 
my work, | discovered | had, over the course of 
‘several tripe up the tower, brought up about 300 
Pounds of tools and spare hercwere, 


Rather then carry the now un-needed tools and 
material down by hand, ideciciedto lower the items 
down in a smal barrel by using a pulley, which 
fortunately was attached to the gin pole at the top 
of the tower. Securing the rope at ground level, | 
went to the top of the tower and loaded the tools 
and material into the berrel. Then, | went back to 
‘the ground and untied the rope, holding it tightly to 
insure a slow decent of the 300 pounds of tools, 
You will note in block number eleven of the acci- 
ent reporting form, that !weigh only 188 pounds. 


Due to my surprise of being jerked off the 
groundae suddenly, llost my presence of mind and 
forgot to let go of the rope. Needless to say, | 
Proceeded at a rather rapid rate of speed up the 
‘kde of the tower. in the vicinity of the 40 foct level, 
[met the barel coming down. This explains my 
fractured alaull and broken colar bone, 


‘Slowed only slightly, | continued my rapid as- 
cent, not stopping unti the fingers of my right hand 
were two knuckles deep into the pulley. Fortunate- 
ly, by this time, | had regained my presence of mind 
‘and was able to hold on to the rope in spite of my 
pain 


At approximately the same time, however, the 
barrelof tole hit the ground and the bottom fell out 
of the barrel, Devoid of the weight of the todis, the 
barrel now weighed approximately 20 pounds, | 


Continued on page & 


OLEAN Paris 


—QUALITY— 
Opucei — Etectrome — Mechanical Parts 
Buy — Se ~ Trade — New & Used Surptus Items 
3031 North Nevada Ave 
Colorado Springs, CO 80907 
303-695-0771 /635.0772 


Optical - Electronical - Mechanical Parts 
Buy - -Sell - Trade - New & Used Surplus items 


CW Electronic Sles Company 


Rocky Mountain Area's 
Largest Distributor of 


Ham Gear 


SPECIAL 


LARSON ANTENNAS 
AND: 
SHORT WAVE RADIOS 


\WvaEs U 


fe) 
ICOM 


Fann Commcsto 


KENWOOD 
JOHN 
WA@ADV 
GEORGE AL DOUG 
KDORW NocMW W2CRS: 
800 Lincoln Street 610. Fillmore st 


Denver, CO 40203 
03) 832-1111 


Colo Springs, CO 80907 
19) 473-2828 


refer you again to my weight in block number 
eleven. 


‘As you might imagine, | began a rapid descent 
down the side of the tower. In the vicinity of the 40 
foot level, | met the barrel coming up. This ac- 
counts for the two fractured ankies and the lacera- 
tions of my two legs and lower body. The 
‘encounter with the barrel slowed me enough to 
lessen my injuries when | fell ortto the pile of tools 
endfortunately, only three vertebrae were cracked. 


| am sorry to report however, that as | lay there 
on the tools, in pain, unable to stand and watching 
the empty barrel 80fest above me. | again lostmy 
Presence of mind 

et go of the rope." 


NEXT MEETING IS MARCH 14, 1990 


‘SPEAKER: NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE 


DITS 


AND BITS 


FOR SALE: |com IC-228, 2-meter FM 
‘transceiver, 45 watts, mint condition, $420.00 Hal, 
WOMXY, 471-0238. 


WANTED: Rohn 26, one 1 Ofoct straight section. 
Hal, WOMXY, 471-0238, 


FOR SALE: HeathHD-1 250Solid State Grid Dip 
Meter, $50 TIS9/4A computer w/diskc drive, S2K 
expansion memory, Seriaifpareliel 10, modem, 
$295 Henry Ruther, 588-9582 


FOR SALE: Kenwood TS-120 VFO, $75. Prop 
Pitch motor, $50. Eico 369 TV/FM sweep 
generator, $80. Sencore CG19 Sdiid State Color 
Ber generater, $40. G Flynn, WOMHV, 695-1909, 


Membership Application 
PIKES PEAK RADIO AMATEUR ASSOCIATION, INC. 


P.O. Box 16521 
Colorado Springs, CO 80935 Date 
Name 
Address 
City State Zip 
Call License Class 
‘Are You An ARRL Member? 1 Yes 1 No Telephone 
0 Full Member $12.00 0 Family Membership $15.00 C1 Newsletter Only $6.00 
© Age 65 or older, or under 18 $8.00 
Additional Names Call Class 
Associate Member —_$8,00. (Outside Teller & El Paso Counties.) 


PPRAA is not associated with the Pikes Peak FM Association, 


